
SEPTEMBER 20TH, 4:00 - 5:00PM  |  MEET AT THE POND   

KAYA DEERINWATER WILL LEAD A WALK
AROUND THE BEAL BOTANICAL GARDEN,

PROVIDING INSIGHT INTO PLANTS AS
FOOD, MEDICINE, AND CRAFT. USING THE

TEACHINGS OF HONORABLE HARVEST AND
PERSPECTIVE OF PLANTS AS OUR

RELATIVES AND TEACHERS, KAYA WILL
BRING A UNIQUE COMBINATION OF

INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE AND WESTERN
PLANT SCIENCE TO THIS ENGAGING

GARDEN WALK

KAYA DEERINWATER IS FROM THE CITIZEN BAND OF POTAWATOMI AND
LIVES IN WASÉTENAK (GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN) WITH HIS WIFE AND
THREE CHILDREN. HE IS CURRENTLY PURSUING A MASTER’S DEGREE IN

BIOCULTURAL RESTORATION AT SUNY-ESF IN SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. HIS
RESEARCH FOCUSES ON THE PLANT KNOWLEDGE WITHIN THE CITIZEN

POTAWATOMI COMMUNITIES IN CENTRAL OKLAHOMA. HE RECEIVED HIS
UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE FROM UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA DAVIS IN

ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT. HE CURRENTLY WORKS
AS THE INTERTRIBAL FOOD SYSTEMS COORDINATOR FOR THE MENOMINEE

TRIBE OF WISCONSIN. PREVIOUSLY, HE WORKED AS THE COMMUNITY
GARDEN MANAGER FOR HIS BAND WHERE HE FOCUSED ON GROWING

BOTH TRADITIONAL AND NON-TRADITIONAL CROPS AND LED WORKSHOPS
AROUND BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH PLANTS AND THE LAND THROUGH

INDIGENOUS FOODS AND CRAFTS. HE ENVISIONS REBUILDING HEALTHY
GREAT LAKES NATIVE COMMUNITIES BY SUPPORTING ROBUST NATIVE

FOOD SYSTEMS, BUILDING CAPACITY THROUGH INCREASED PRODUCTION,
DISTRIBUTION, AND CONSUMPTION OF NUTRITIOUS, CULTURALLY

SIGNIFICANT, AND SUSTAINABLY HARVESTED FOODS.

CO-SPONSORED BY AMERICAN INDIAN AND INDIGENOUS STUDIES, DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES,
FOGLIO ENDOWED CHAIR OF SPIRITUALITY, MSU MUSEUM, AND BEAL BOTANICAL GARDEN.

NESHNABÉ ETHNOBOTANY


