
White-tailed Deer Research Technicians – Michigan State University 

Description:  

The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife at Michigan State University seeks 4 research 
technicians to assist in the second field season of a study designed to evaluate white-tailed deer 
demographics in central Michigan. This study is part of an assessment evaluating changes in 
abundance, and sex/age composition of deer in areas with varying deer harvest regulations. 

Research technicians will be responsible for placing and monitoring trail cameras, evaluating 
photos, and keeping detailed records. Technicians will interact with Michigan landowners to gain 
access to private property and place cameras.   

These full-time, temporary positions (40 hours/week) will provide technicians with the 
opportunity to interact with Michigan DNR employees, stakeholder groups, and local residents. 
Start date is flexible (between mid-May to mid-June 2020) and work will continue through the 
end of September 2020. Hourly wage will depend on experience (minimum $14/hour). A field 
vehicle will be supplied for transportation to and from the study area. 

Qualifications: 

A Bachelor’s degree in wildlife biology, ecology, or a related field is desired; applicants who 
have completed 2-years of a degree program in wildlife ecology or related field will be 
considered. Preference will be given to candidates with excellent communications skills and 
experience interacting with landowners to conduct field research.  

Research technicians must possess a strong work ethic, be self-motivated, open to various 
viewpoints on deer management, enthusiastic, and capable of working in a team setting. They 
will be expected to work outdoors and use computer screens for extended periods of time. Some 
overnight travel may be required. Applicants must possess a valid driver’s license and have a 
good driving record.  

Application Instructions: 

Submit application materials to Dr. Rose Stewart (stewa684@msu.edu) by March 1, 2020.  
Questions can be directed to Dr. Sonja Christensen (chris625@msu.edu), Dr. David Williams 
(dmwill@msu.edu), or Dr. Dwayne Etter (etterd@michigan.gov). A single PDF is preferred, 
including: (1) cover letter detailing your interest, (2) curriculum vitae (CV), and (3) contact 
information for three professional references. Please save the file in the following format: last 
name_first_name_2020 (e.g., Leopold_Aldo_2020) and put “Deer Camera Technician 
Application” in the subject line of your e-mail.  Review of applications will begin immediately 
after the application deadline and continue until all positions are filled.   
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