CALL FOR PROPOSALS

February 5-6, 2014
Hosted by Oakland University

 “HIGH IMPACT PRACTICES: CREATING A CULTURE OF COMPLETION”
www.oakland.edu/studentsuccess 

Student success has been a salient topic at institutions of higher education for decades.  How success is measured by various stake holders will have lasting impact on the face of higher education.  More importantly the work done in this realm is essential to the students served and broader social contexts of today’s society. The relevance of higher education may well be measured by improvements in the areas of persistence and graduation rates; therefore there is an urgent call to action.  This conference will pull together faculty, student affairs personnel, and administrators to explore and examine integrating High Impact Practices in the classroom, curriculum, and the campus community.   
The conference features a keynote presentation by George Kuh and a variety of panel and individual presentations that focus on research, programs, and services shown to improve student completion rates. The conference will explore the university as a community and how working towards common goals, can foster student retention.  
The committee is especially interested in presentations, events, and conversations that address one of the following themes within the proposal:
· Use of High Impact Practices
· Transitions from 2 year to 4 year institutions
· First generation and underrepresented students
Types of Proposals

You may submit paper proposals for a 60 minute session or an interactive poster session, referenced as an interactive showcase presentation. We are especially interested in research presentations and conversations that consider the complex nature of student success.   
You may submit proposals in one of the following formats:

A PANEL of multiple papers on related issues 

A PRESENTATION by one or more authors on a single topic

A WORKSHOP with audience interaction and active learning around specific outcomes and applications

A SHOWCASE PRESENTATION with creative presentations during the evening reception designed for audience interaction. 

Please feel free to select your preferred format and know that the conference planners will do their best to accommodate your preferences in light of conference goals and timing.  To facilitate this dialogue, we welcome proposals in multiple formats which address the conference theme of High Impact Practices and at least one of the following attributes:

· Research on student success and retention

· Innovative programs and practices

· Administrative, organizational, or institutional initiatives 

· Innovative use of new educational technologies

· Development of original professional development resources for faculty, staff and students 

The peer review process will include feedback and, possibly, specific suggestions for each submission. You may be asked to take feedback into account and incorporate this input into the revision of your proposal and resubmit before a final decision is made. 

Concurrent sessions (Panels, Paper Presentations, Workshops)

Concurrent sessions explore and demonstrate innovative practices and programs or applied research findings related to student success. Concurrent sessions will be offered in 60 minute blocks. Interaction and participant engagement are key elements of these conference sessions, though there may be elements of more traditional presentations as well. Proposals should be submitted using our online system and include: 

1. Names, positions, institutional affiliations, and contact information for the 
presenter(s). 
The person who submits the proposal will be the key contact.

2. Session title

3. Session abstract (not to exceed 150 words) outlining the objectives, content, and 
format 
for the 
session. What is a key goal of the session? What will participants leave the 
session knowing or being able to do? Word your abstract with the needs of the 
participants in mind. This abstract will appear in the conference program

4. Audiovisual requirements at the time of proposal submission. There will be follow-
up communication to allow presenters to request specific equipment when they register

Interactive Showcase Presentation

Showcase presentations are a vibrant way to showcase research findings, innovative practices, and programs. To emphasize their value and importance as a way to disseminate information, network with others interested in similar topics, and access rich feedback, the poster session will take place in conjunction with a reception. Although showcase presentations should be self-explanatory, presenters must be in attendance during the full reception being held on Wednesday February 5th from 4:30 – 6:00 pm.  We encourage interactive, creative, and innovative approaches. 

Proposals should include:

1. Name, positions, institutional affiliations, and contact information for the 
presenter(s). 
The person who submits the proposal will be the key contact.

2. Showcase title. 

3. Showcase abstract (not to exceed 150 words) outlining the objectives and content of the 
poster.  What is the key goal of the poster? How will your poster foster interaction and 
active learning? Word your abstract with the needs of the participants in mind. This 
abstract will appear in the conference program.
4. Submit on line at www.oakland.edu/retention 
All submissions must be made electronically using the proposal submission form. Contact information for presenters and co‐presenters, an abstract of max. 150 words , A‐V needs, length and type of presentation will be required. The deadline for proposal submissions is October 15, 2013, and we expect to respond to proposal writers in November of 2013.
